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Dear Parents,

Firstly thank you very much for the Christmas cards & gifts you gave both Mrs. Domaille and myself, it was very kind of you.  Secondly, welcome back to school and Happy New Year to you all.

Throughout this Spring term we will continue to make the children feel welcome and help them to develop a sense of pride and belonging here at St. Sampson’s Infant School. Expectations of behaviour & good work will be reinforced through Circle Times, Golden rules and Good work assemblies.  Now the children are familiar with the school routine we will be encouraging them to become as independent as possible.  Therefore in the mornings we would like to see them putting their belongings away by themselves, for example their coat, bags and lunchboxes. It would be very helpful if you would encourage them to fasten their own coats up; we have a chart giving stars to children who can do this independently. 

Literacy the children will be building on their increasing knowledge of letter sounds by writing letters to match initial medial and final sounds in words; reading simple High Frequency words by playing games as well as being taught key strategies to help them learn to read. We are using the ‘Letters and Sounds’ scheme which covers all sounds the children will learn from Reception to Year 1. 

The children will be encouraged to write independently and with confidence. The children will continue to bring home some simple key words to learn. The children will also be learning how to write sentences using capital letters and full stops, labelling pictures, writing things from their imaginations and writing a letter. They will also be encouraged to listen to words that rhyme and be able to identify a list of words that rhyme (pat, cat, sat…)

Handwriting: - This term we will continue to teach the children the cursive handwriting script through a variety of practical activities. If you would like another copy of this so you can help your child at home please come in and ask for one. We are teaching and encouraging the children to write with a comfortable pencil grip and to understand the importance of clearly correctly formed letters. Handwriting sessions occur once a week in different formats, from mark making with chalk, pegging things on a line to writing with pencil and paper.

Home Readers (the books your child will take home for them to share with you) will be changed on Monday and Friday.  Please sign the blue book so we know that the book has been shared. 

Once your child has started on the Rigby Rocket books they will bring those books home on Friday. The book will have been read in school as part of a guided reading session. Please encourage the children to re-read the book with you, letting them read the familiar words and identify initial sounds of words they are unsure of. 

Your child still has the opportunity to take a Library book home on a Wednesday morning only.

The Numeracy focus will change weekly, these are a few of the concepts we will be covering: - recognising, writing and counting numbers to 20; estimating, addition as a combination of 2 sets; positional language - up, down next to etc; comparison of 2/3 lengths and weight; money and shapes.  During the week one of our Numeracy sessions will be linked with PE, where mathematical concepts will be taught in the hall/outside through activities such as throwing, catching, aiming, jumping and skipping.

Physical Development we will be concentrating on stretching and curling our bodies whilst working on different apparatus.  Thinking about how we can move in different ways using different parts of our bodies too.  Swimming will begin during the next half term and more information will follow in due course. 

As well as the children’s gross motor skills we will continue to develop their fine manipulative skills.  For example cutting around more complex shapes; using pegboards and using ordinary pegs to hang things on the line.  These activities will strengthen their fingers and hands in order to help them write.

Our focus throughout Creative Development will be sketching objects in our sketch books and painting techniques using a wide selection of craft materials. Our Music sessions are based on the dynamics of loud and quiet sounds then fast & slow.  This term in dance the children will be responding to music, and using their imaginations to create a bear dance.  Role-Play is one of the children’s favourite areas in the reception classroom. This is the small area next to the children’s coats where we set up a situation for the children to be in role-play.  This term it will be ‘Goldilocks cottage’ - a place where they can pretend to explore, using their imaginations. Outside or inside if the weather is not kind, the children will have the opportunity to re-enact the ‘Three Bears story’, using costumes and props. 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World – this area includes science, history, geography, information technology, religious education and design technology.  All these areas are taught mainly through specific topics.  During the next 5 weeks we are going to be learning about Bears.  From Teddy bears old and new; stories such as ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ and looking and learning about some real bears that live in our world. If you have anything to do with bears at home that you think the children will be interested in please bring it in – thank you.  

The children will be asked to bring in a favourite bear and an old bear belonging to the family, if you have one, all labelled to ensure they do not get muddled up with our own resources. 

The children will also be baking ‘Teddy bear biscuits’, the ingredients will include: flour, sugar, butter, eggs and icing sugar to decorate. 

On Shrove Tuesday the children all make and eat a pancake. 

We will also be holding a ‘Teddy bears picnic’ where the children will make and eat honey sandwiches, Pom bear crisps and biscuits. 

If your child cannot have any of these ingredients, please speak to myself or Mrs Domaille. 

Next half term the topic will be ‘Water’ – how we use water, what people used to wash their clothes before washing machines & the weather.

Thank you to everyone who has helped with our outings last term, we could not go out of school without your support.

Reminder: - If your child is now staying for lunch please make sure they have a water bottle for the classroom & another drink for their lunch box.

Thank you for your support so far, if you have any questions or queries please myself or 

Mrs. Domaille. 

Have a GREAT term

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. D. Thorogood






